
Activity 12 
Microorganisms 

Page 105 



 
All 3  research possibilities are given below, only mark the 
one that you researched. 
 



 
My research was done on TB:  
 

Questions: 
1. Which organism causes this disease? 
Bacteria 
 
2. How is this disease contracted? 
Inhaling contaminated saliva in the air. 
Certain strains of TB can be obtained by drinking 
unpasteurised milk. 



3. What are the symptoms of this disease? 
Weakness 
Weight loss 
Fever 
Chest pain 
Cough (in some cases saliva and blood coughed up). 
Shortness of breath 



 
4. How can the disease be treated? 
Various antibiotics are prescribed. Antibiotics should be 
sufficient. 
 
5. What precautions can be taken to prevent the disease? 
Drink pasteurised milk. Avoid inhaling contaminated 
saliva (wear a mask to cover your 
mouth and nose). 



6. List the sources you used for your research.  
Learner’s own answer  

My research was done on HIV:  

1. Which organism causes this disease? 
Virus 



 
2. How is this disease contracted?  
Unprotected sex with an infected person.  
Transferable if infected needles are used, e.g. 
injections.  
Can be transferred from mother to child during 
pregnancy/breastfeeding.  



3. What are the symptoms of this disease?  
Fever  
Muscle and joint pain  
Weak immune system  
Sore throat  
Swollen glands  
Skin lesions  
The immune system is compromised.  
The white blood cells are infected  



 
4. How can the disease be treated?  
Various antibiotics are prescribed. Antibiotics should 
be sufficient. 



 
5. What precautions can be taken to prevent the disease?  
Refraining from sexual intercourse.  
Prevent unprotected sex.  
Sterilise needles for injections, etc.  
 
6. List the sources you used for your research.  
Learner’s own answer  
 



  
1. Which organism causes this disease?  
Protista  
 
2. How is this disease contracted?  
The contaminated female Anopheles mosquito must 
bite a person.  

My research was done on malaria:  



3. What are the symptoms of this disease?  
Cold-type symptoms are observed:  
Fever  
Cold  
Muscle pain  
Headache 
Nausea  
Coughing  
Diarrhoea  
In severe cases: problems with bleeding, shock, liver or 
kidney failure, comas and even death  



4. How can the disease be treated?  
Depending on the severity of the malaria, the person 
will either be treated with oral medication (less severe 
cases) or intravenous medications (severe cases).  



5. What precautions can be taken to prevent the 
disease?  

Avoid malaria areas  
Drink preventative medication if a malaria area will be 
visited.  
Rub or spray with mosquito repellent agents, put on 
long trousers and socks before sunset.  
 
6. List the sources you used for your research.  
Learner’s own answer  


