
Stars and different cultures 

In dark conditions away from city lights, thousands of stars are visible in the 

night sky.  

 

Early cultures around the world gazed at the stars in wonder. They 

noted the movement of the stars and planets across the sky and used this to 

mark the passage of time. People often grouped the stars they saw into 

patterns called constellations. Early cultures tended to associate the stars and 

planets they saw in the night sky with animals or gods and told stories, which 

were passed on from generation to generation, about the patterns in the sky 

which were passed down from generation to generation. 

 

The stars that are visible depend upon your location on Earth and also the time 

of year. The southern sky, which we see from South Africa, is full of beautiful 

stars and several prominent constellations are visible in the sky including the 

Southern Cross or Crux, Orion and Pavo the Peacock. 

 

The /Xam Bushman imaged that the two pointer stars of the Southern Cross 
were two male lions who had once been men before they were thrown up into 
the sky to be stars by a magical girl. The three brightest stars in the Southern 
Cross were seen as female lions, perhaps women also changed into stars by the 
magical girl. 
 
The Khoikhoi thought that the Pointers were the eyes of some great beast and 
they were called Mura which means the eyes. 
 
In Sotho, Tswana and Venda cultures, these stars are called Dithutlwa which 
means the Giraffes. The bright stars of the Southern Cross are male giraffes, and 
the two Pointer stars are female giraffes. The Venda named the fainter stars of 
the Southern Cross Thudana, which means the Little Giraffe. The Sotho used 
these stars to indicate the beginning of the cultivating season which began 
when the giraffe stars were seen close to the south-western horizon just after 
sunset. 

 


