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7 September 2020 

Dear Grade 9 Parent/Guardian 

APTITUDE TESTS 

Aptitude tests are done with grade 9 learners annually to support parents and learners with the decision 
process relating to subject choices for Grade 10-12 (and career choices later). These assessments will be done 
on Monday 14 September for 9E1-9E4 and on Tuesday 15 September for 9E5-9E8. The cost of the Aptitude 
assessment is R70.00 per learner. 
 

The following information regarding the assessment can assist you to make the decision whether you want 
your child to participate: 

 Participation is voluntary. 

 To assess the learners’ academic aptitude, 4 subtests of the Differential Aptitude Test (D.A.T.) - an 
HSRC product- will be used as well as the SAVII (Interest) Assessment  

 The D.A.T. is made up with subtests assessing some of the following: verbal and non-verbal reasoning, 
language and computation capabilities and mechanical insight. This information, together with the 
learner’s interest and academic performance will help to get a clear picture of possible subject choices 
and career alternatives. 

 Assessment will be done in a group under supervision of a psychologist or a psychometrist. 

 If your child is taking prescription medication, please make sure that he/she has taken it on the day of 
the assessment to ensure his/her optimal performance. 

 The answer sheets will be processed by a psychologist using a computer program for this purpose to 
create a clear and self-explaining aptitude profile with a suggested list of subjects.  

 Feedback will be given two weeks after the tests (28 September). If the parents need more clarity 
regarding the Aptitude profile, they can then contact Mrs. A Pretorius at the school for assistance or 
to arrange an appointment with the psychologist. 

 Subject choice forms will then be made available and need to be returned by Friday 9 October latest.  

 The assessing, processing, transfer and storing of the information of the learner will be confidential. 
Only certain staff members of the school and the psychologist or psychometrist will have access to the 
confidential information. Information will only be made available to other people, if you give your 
written consent.  The necessary steps will be taken to protect the confidentiality of the results. 

 

Please complete the consent slip below and send it with the learner to school. 
 

Regards, 
 

 

 

J.H. van Niekerk 

Principal 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tear-off slip: 
 

I, _______________________ the parent of _____________________ in Grade 9E__ give permission  
 

that he/she may write the aptitude test at a cost of R70.00 (payable before entering the test-room).  

http://www.hselspark.co.za/

