
FRAMEWORKS FOR DEVELOPMENT (Week 2) 

 

KEY CONCEPTS: 

 

1. What factors affect development?  

Access to resources, energy, history, trade imbalances, population growth, 

education and training, natural resource limitations and environmental 

degradation).  

 

2. What economic models have been developed to account for the differences 

between the less and more economically developed countries?  

Free market models – Rostow’s Model; Core-periphery models; Sustainability 

models. 

 

3. What is sustainability and what factors impact on sustainability of 

economic development?  

 

4. What is community-based development?  

 Development that occurs within a community. 

 

5. What approaches are being used in rural and urban development?  

 

TERMINOLOGY: 

 

Globalisation:  A process that leads to an integrated 
global economy and society.  

Factor:  An element or cause that contributes 
to a result.  

Model:  A representation of an aspect of the 
real world; a simplified or 
generalised version of reality.  

Economy:  The system of production and 
distribution in a society; the economy 
is made up of four sectors, primary, 
secondary, tertiary and quaternary.  

Core:  An area which has an economic 
advantage due to high levels of 
capital, infrastructure and 
employment opportunities. Most 
developed parts.  

Core and Periphery Model:  A model that tries to explain where 
economic development takes place, 
using the concepts of core and 
periphery.  



Free Market Model:  A model that tries to explain 
development based on the economy.  

Periphery:  An area which lacks capital, 
infrastructure and employment 
opportunities. Less developed area.  

Sustainable Development:  Any developments that will in the 
long term sustain themselves and 
not deplete the natural resources of 
the area.  

 

FACTORS THAT EFFECT DEVELOPMENT: 

 

1. Political Factors 

1,1 History 

1.1.1 Colonisation led to the extraction of resources by developed 

countries. 

1.1.2 No laws govern the use/exploitation of resources. 

1.1.3 Large multinational companies and investors exploit natural 

resources, especially in developing countries. 

1.1.4 Labour is exploited and foreign expertise is used. Local labour is 

not skilled. 

 

2. Social Factors 

2.1 Population Growth 

2.1.1 The world’s population is increasing at a rapid rate. 

2.1.2 This puts pressure on resources such as wood, water and soil. 

2.1.3 These resources are becoming depleted or degraded. 

 

2.2 Education and Training 

2.2.1 An educated labour force is essential for transfer or technology 

from developed and developing countries. 

2.2.2 High illiteracy rates hamper educational progress in a country. 

 

3. Economic Factors 

3.1 Trade Imbalances 

3.1.1 Globalisation has made it easy for countries to trade and exchange 

goods. 

3.1.2 World Trade Organisation has introduced a free market trade 

system in an effort to attempt to integrate developing countries into 

the world’s trading and economic systems. 



3.1.3 Developing countries often have to export to developed countries 

and suffer when orders for their goods are cut back. 

 

3.2 Energy 

3.2.1 More than half the world’s population does not have access to 

clean, cheap energy. 

3.2.2 The high use of biomass fuel in developing countries means a lack 

of energy for domestic use. 

3.2.3 This slows down development. 

3.2.4 Developed countries contribute to the world’s rising CO2 levels 

from the use of fossils fuels for energy production. 

 

4. Natural Resources 

4.1 Carrying capacity (the maximum population that resources in a given 

environment can support) is exceeded. 

4.2 Large populations put pressure on natural resources. 

4.3 Environmental Degradation 

4.3.1 There is a lack of environmental education, government policy and 

effective pollution control. 

4.3.2 There is an objective of profit at all costs. 

4.4 Access to resources 

4.4.1 There is an uneven distribution of the world’s natural resources. 

4.4.2 Developed countries need more resources than developing 

countries. 

4.4.3 There is a lack of access to water, electricity and sanitation in many 

developing countries. 

4.4.4 Land ownership is prevented in some countries. 

4.4.5 There is a lack of opportunities in business owing to government 

policies. 


