
LESSON 8: CASE STUDY – FORCED 

REMOVALS

PEOPLE OF MOGOPA 

TO BOPHUTHATSWANA



OUTCOMES

Learners should be able to:

• Compare the lives of the people of Mogopa before and after the forced removal.

• Explain why the village of Mogopa was earmarked for forced removal.

• Describe the reaction of the people of Mogopa to the forced removals.



PRE - KNOWLEDGE

Learners already know the following:

• The reserves were turned into Bantustans.

• Black people who lived in areas that had been declared white areas were forcibly removed from their land.



DIRECT INSTRUCTION: RECAP (5MINUTES)
1. How did the group areas act affect the black people of South Africa?

2.  Identify one black community that was affected by the act and describe what happened to it.

3. List the homelands that were created during apartheid.

• Bophuthatswana was a Bantustan for the Setswana speaking people. It consisted of seven pieces of land in three different provinces of South Africa.

• All Tswana speaking people became citizens of Bophuthatswana even though half of the Batswana lived outside of the area.

• Bophuthatswana was declared independent in 1976 but like in all other homelands, the South African government made sure that they retained control over many aspects of 
area such as the economy, police, army and foreign policy.

• The government was headed by Lucas Mangope and he was appointed by the apartheid government. He received vey large salary from the South African government. The 
Bantustan remained poor with most residents working as migrant workers outside Bophuthatswana on white owned mines, businesses and farms. Overcrowding was also a 
serious problem.



GUIDED PRACTICE (15 MINUTES)
For over 70 years, the Bakwena BaMogopa lived in Mogopa, a very productive farming community near Ventersdorp in what western the Western Transvaal. The land 
had been bought by their fore fathers before the 1913 Land Act. The area was rich in minerals, including diamonds that were mined on concession from the tribe. They 
developed the area without any assistance from the apartheid government. They collected money and built a primary and a high school from cut stone. They sank 
boreholes and put in windmills. The community bought tractors and ploughed their land, selling the surplus to the Farmers’ Co – op in Ventersdorp. They erected 
fences and cattle camps and established roads. A new headman, Jacob More started making trouble in the community. He was corrupt and the community did not 
trust him. This drew the attention of the white magistrate in Ventersdorp and later the white minister of  Co – operation and development ( an apartheid government 
department that was involved in setting up Bantustans.) the result was that Mogopa was designated a black spot in a white area and they were ordered to move to 
Pachsdraai in Bophuthatswana. They refused and the government destroyed the schools, houses and the church with bulldozers. It withdrew services, refused to pay 
pensions or issue labour contracts and suspended the bus service. The people still refused to move. The government the sent a removal squad with tractors, trucks and 
buses, and camped on the Mogopa land. Challenged in court for trespassing, the government backed down temporarily but soon the people of Mogopa received an 
order to leave by 29 November 1983. hundreds of supporters, students, political groups and press arrived to wait with the Mogopa people for the government trucks. 
Hey did not come. The supporters returned home and the people of Mogopa began to rebuild their battered community. They raised money to buy a new water pump 
and the men rebuilt the school while the women repaired the roads. In the early hours of the morning of 14 February 1984, heavily armed police arrived in Mogopa 
and declared it an operational zone, a term used for war zones. The police, working with dogs, forcibly loaded people and belongings onto buses and trucks and took 
them to  Pachsdraai, 200km away in Bophuthatswana. Much of their furniture broke along the way, many of their belongings were lost and their cattle were sold for 
very little to white farmers who were the only civilians allowed into the area.  



GUIDED PRACTICE

1. What made Mogopa to be a thriving community?

2. Which group of black South Africans lived in this area?

3. How did this community of black South African come to own such productive land in apartheid South Africa?

4. Give evidence from the source which shows that this was a thriving community.

5. Explain why Bophuthatswana was chosen as the new home for the people of Mogopa.

6. How did the government deal with the initial resistance of the people of Mogopa?

7. What evidence is there in the source to prove that the Mogopa people were a resolute and resilient community?

8. Explain why the government did not come to Mogopa as expected on the 29th of November 1983.

9. Why was the government’s last attempt to remove the people of Mogopa successful?

10. What losses did the people of Mogopa suffer as a result of the move from Mogopa?



CLOSURE: CLASS DISCUSSION (10MINUTES)

MEMORANDUM

1. It was good farm land and was rich in resources including diamonds.

2. The Bakwena BaMogopa.

3. The land had been bought by their fore fathers before the 1913 Native Land Act.

4. The community was able to build infrastructure such as schools and sink boreholes without government assistance. They were also prosperous farmers who were 
able to sell surplus produce for a profit.

5. The Bakwena were Tswana speaking.

6. The government destroyed buildings, suspended the bus service, pension payments and stopped issuing labour contracts.

7. They did not budge in to the government’s initial attempts, they challenged it in court and rebuilt the infrastructure that the government had destroyed.

8. They wanted to take them by surprise. They also did not want witnesses to the removal.

9. The government surprised the community with the armed police and they barred every one else from coming in.

10. Their furniture was broken and some of their belongings were lost during the move. They were forced to sell their cattle at give away prices to the white farmers 
from nearby farms.



INDEPENDENT PRACTICE: HOMEWORK

Welcome to Bophuthatswana
The settlement at Pachsdraai was far from towns. The nearest town, Groot Marico, was 50 km away. There were no job opportunities. The people were given tin 
shacks to live in with toilets dumped in dry scrubland. The depleted soil was unsuitable for farming or grazing, there was a severe shortage of water and the corrupt 
chief was given complete control of the allocation of all resources. Most of the Mogopa people refused to stay in Pachsdraai, and moved to another area of 
Bophuthatswana, Bethanie. Bethanie was  not paradise. Their life here was still painfully difficult. There was little water or grounds for animals to graze and they were 
not allowed to hold meetings.

Write a paragraph in which you compare Mogopa to Pachsdraai and show how the removal affected the people of Mogopa.



MEMORANDUM

MOGOPA BOPHUTHATSWANA

Fertile and adequate land Dry scrub land, overcrowding

Natural resources – minerals, e.g. diamonds No natural resources

Self sufficiency – farming and selling surplus produce Unemployment, poverty.

Adequate infrastructure – schools, church, water 
pumps, roads

Water shortages, nearest town 50kms away, no 
infrastructure


