
LESSON 6: SOPHIA TOWN -THE FORCED 

REMOVAL



OUTCOMES

Learners should  be able to:

• Outline the measures taken by the government to remove the people of Sophia Town.

• Assess  the impact of the removals on the black people.



PRE - KNOWLEDGE

Learners know the following:

• The Group Areas Act.

• Sophia Town was a mixed community.

• Sophia Town degenerated into a ghetto.

• The residence of Sophia Town loved their home.



DIRECT INSTRUCTION: RECAP – QUESTION 

AND ANSWER SESSION (5 MINUTES)

Where was Sophia Town located?

Who lived in Sophia town?

What was good about Sophia Town? 

What was bad about Sophia Town?



GUIDED PRACTICE: PAIR WORK (15 

MINUTES)
ACTIVITY

The neighbouring white suburbs of Westdene and Auckland Park were expanding and demands were made on government to extend white residential use into Sophia 
Town. They wanted to take over this black spot. In 1953, the NP government created the Native Resettlement Board which was responsible for the removal and 
resettlement of Sophia Town residents. Residents and political activists protested and resisted government’s plans for removal. The ANC led an anti – removal 
campaign. It held public rallies which attracted thousands of people. They chanted the slogan ”Ons dak nie, on phola hier”  (we wont move, we live here).in 1955, 2000 
policemen armed with guns, knobkerries and rifles began to move the community of Sophia town out of their homes. Blacks  were moved to the newly constructed 
township of Meadowlands in Soweto, many miles to the South west of Johannesburg. The coloured people were moved to Eldorado Park in the south of 
Johannesburg: the Indian community to Lenasia and the Chinese people to Central Johannesburg. Sophia Town was razed to the ground and a new white suburb called 
Triomf was built in its place.



GUIDED PRACTICE

1. Explain the term forced removal.

2. How was the forced removal made legal?

3. Why was it necessary for the soldiers and the police to be heavily armed?

4. What two reasons did the apartheid government give for uprooting the people of Sophia Town?

5. What is a black spot? 



CLOSURE: CLASS DISCUSSION

1. The relocation of people from certain areas by the government using force.

2. The government passed the Group Areas Act and set up the NRB (Native Resettlement board) to oversee the removal.

3. The people had protested and had vowed to resist the removal.

4. It was a black spot, surrounded by white suburbs and was becoming a danger as it had degenerated into a ghetto.

5. An area occupied by black people in a predominantly white neighbourhood.


