
LESSON 5: FORCED REMOVALS - SOPHIA 

TOWN 



OUTCOMES

Learners should be able to:

• Describe the conditions in Sophia Town prior to the removals.

• Explain why Sophia Town became a target for forced removal.



PRE - KNOWLEDGE

Learners already know the following:

• The Group Areas Act



DIRECT INSTRUCTION ( 5MINUTES)

• The Group Areas Act determined where people could live on the basis of their race.

• Boundaries were drawn on town and city maps which set aside certain areas where only whites, coloureds, Indians and blacks were allowed to live.

• Black people living in white areas had to be moved to new areas set aside for black occupation.

• Whites lived in the most attractive and valuable parts of South Africa. Their suburbs were nearer to the business parts of the cities.

• Mixed communities such as Sophia Town in Johannesburg, Cato Manor n Durban and District Six in Cape Town were affected.



GUIDED PRACTICE

Sophia Town was close to Johannesburg centre.  It was originally planned as a white suburb but before 1913, blacks had freehold rights and they bought properties 
there. Some owners built shacks in their backyards and rented them to other black people. After the 1913 Land Act, blacks lost their small holdings and farms in the 
country and flooded cities like Johannesburg. By the 1920s most white people had moved out of Sophia Town leaving a vibrant community of blacks, coloureds, Indians 
and Chinese. Sophia Town mainly thrived as a creative, multi cultural community known for its musicians, writers and artists. The suburb's facilities couldn’t cope with 
the influx of people so that by the 194s, Sophia Town was a ghetto with overcrowding and desperate poverty. Sophia Town became notorious for crime, gambling, 
prostitution and gangsterism. However, Sophia Town was also home to many middle class musicians, artists, writers as well as business and professional people. 
Despite all this, there was a sense of community and enjoyment of life that was not found in many other suburbs. People mixed freely across colour lines and while the 
majority of the residents were African, there were as many Indians and coloureds and a few whites.



ACTIVITY

1.1. Where was Sophia town?

1.2. Who lived there?

1.3. How did black people come to own houses in Sophia Town?

1.4. How did the 1913 Land Act impact on Sophia Town?

1.5. Why would most people prefer to live in Sophia Town?

1.6. What positive things happened in Sophia town?

1.7. What negative things happened in Sophia town?



CLOSURE

MEMORANDUM
1. Close to Johannesburg centre.

2. All races, black, Chinese, Indian, Coloured, white.

3. They bought them before the 1913 Land Act .

4. Many black people were forced to go into towns and cities after the Land Act made them landless.

5. It was close to the city and there was a strong sense of community.

6. A vibrant culture thrived with musicians, politicians, writers and artists living with their fans.

7.   Prostitution, gangsterism, crime, gambling, poverty, dilapidation. 



INDEPENDENT PRACTICE: HOME WORK

1. Find out which famous people lived in Sophia Town before the forced removals.

2. Find out which white suburbs were near Sophia Town? 



MEMORANDUM - HOMEWORK

1. Hugh Masekela, Abdullah Ibrahim, Jonas Gwangwa, Miriam Makeba, Oliver Tambo, Gerard Sekoto, Henry 
Nxumalo

2. Westdene, Newlands, Auckland Park.


