
CONCEPT OF DEVELOPMENT 

 

1 Every country will develop in different ways according to the needs of its people. 

2 Development is not just about wealth − it is about using resources and technology 

to improve people’s quality of life, which is how happy and content people are. 

3 Environmental care and development are interdependent. 

4 Development refers to characteristics that describe the stage a country has 

reached on economic, cultural, social and technological levels. 

5 Development is about realising the natural and human resource potential of a 

country, a region or a locality. 

6 It is one way to reduce poverty and improve the quality of people’s lives. 

7 Development includes two aspects of improvement in the life of people: 

8 Standard of living is the value of their possessions and savings, the type of home 

they live in and whether they own items such as a washing machine, television, 

car, telephone and computer. 

9 Quality of life is the general well-being of a person. It includes standard of living, 

but it is also affected by education, health care, services, utilities, environment, 

and social, political and religious freedom. 

10 A country’s wealth comes from its ability to develop its resources and produce 

goods and services and the income that may be earned from providing goods and 

services to other countries. 

11 The development of resources, goods and services makes up the 

economy of a country. The economy can be divided into economic sectors or 

industries. 

12 Terminology associated with development: 

12.1 The terms “undeveloped” or “developing” countries carry a stigma and are 

frowned upon. 

12.2 The modern trend is to refer to More Economically Developed Countries 

(MEDCs) and Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs). 

12.3 In LEDCs a larger portion of the population are employed in the primary 

sector of the economy than in MEDCs. 

12.4 Primary economic activities in LEDCs include subsistence farming, which 

tend to be labour intensive. 

12.5 Primary economic activities in MEDCs tend to be more capital intensive 

and employ smaller portion of the labour force.  Normally has a greater 

return on investment. 



12.6 MEDCs have a larger portion of the labour force employed in secondary 

activities than LEDCs. 

12.7 They tend to be more industrialised with more factories than LEDCs. 

12.8 MEDCs tend to buy their raw materials from LEDCs and then sell the 

finished products back to the LEDCs at huge profits. 

12.9 The tertiary sector in MEDCs tend to be very large with large numbers of 

highly educated people with a large variety of highly specialised skills. 

12.10 The tertiary sector is not always accurate to indicate a level of 

development as LEDCs sometimes have a large tertiary sector, but this 

tend to be made up by a large military and a swollen civil service. 

12.11 A category of Newly Industrialised Countries (NICs) have been formed.  

They include countries like South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore. 

12.12 Socialism:  The state controls the means of production. 

12.13 Communism:  Economic and political system where the people are 

supposed to control the means of production. 

12.14 Capitalism:  Private companies and individuals control the means of 

production. 

13 Different concepts of development: 

 13.1 Economic development:  

 13.1.1 It is the most common form of development 

 13.1.2 Over many years, many governments went out of their waay to 

improve their economies. 

 13.1.3 Industrial output, mining production, exports and various other 

aspects of the economy became focal points of development. 

 13.1.4 Government often takes control of development or enter into 

partnerships with big companies. 

 13.1.5 The ideal is that every worker has a job and contributes to the 

economy. 

 13.1.6 One of the most extreme examples of this, is the failed system of 

communism in the USSR. 

 13.2 Social development: 

13.2.1 This type of development places great emphasis on developing and 

protecting the interests and welfare of the public. 

13.2.2 The most extreme form is when government takes care of its 

people by providing for their needs before they were born until they 

die. 



13.2.3 Medical care, education, housing, old-age care and even death 

benefits can be included in this. 

13.2.4 This can place a huge burden on government funds and must be 

matched by a strong economy. 

 13.3 Environmental development: 

13.3.1 The protection and conservation of the natural environment feature 

strongly in many countries. 

13.3.2 This ensures that the environment is not harmed by human greed. 

13.3.3 This idea is often pushed aside by economic interests. 

13.3.4 The demand for raw material, human greed and other aspects of 

development often cause the destruction of the natural 

environment. 

13.3.5 Overemphasizing any one of the above forms of development can 

cause serious problems in a country. 

 13.4 Sustainable development: 

13.4.1 It is to find a balance between economic growth, social 

development and protection of the environment. 

13.4.2 As communities grow, the demand for resources will grow too. 

13.4.3 If resources are not properly managed, it will be depleted and 

problems will follow. 

13.4.4 It is important to manage the size of the community as much as it it 

important to manage resources and protect the environment. 

 


