
CALCULATING DISTANCE ON A MAP 

1. Measuring Distance on a Map:  

1.1 Measuring straight line distances:  

1.1.1 Use a ruler and pencil to draw a fine line between the two points.  

1.1.2 Measure the distance with a ruler.  

1.1.3 DO NOT guess an answer like: “about 6cm”.  

1.1.4 Be accurate in your measurements.  

1.1.5 Convert the distance measured to metres or kilometres as required and clearly 

indicate the units used e.g. 6km.  

1.1.6 To convert your measurement to metres you have to multiply your measurement 

by 500 e.g. 6cm x 500 = 3 000m.  

1.1.7 To convert your measurement to kilometres you have to multiply your 

measurement by 0,5 e.g. 6cm x 0.5 = 3km.  

 

 

  

1.2 Measuring curved line distances:  

1.2.1 It might involve the measuring the distance along a winding track, road, river or 

coastline.  

1.2.2 Let’s assume we have to measure the distance of a river.  

1.2.3 Take a piece of string and make a knot on the starting point of the rope.  

1.2.4 Place the knot on the first measuring point of the map.    



1.2.5 Place the rest of the string on the course of the river up to the second point of the 

measurement and mark the end on the string.  

1.2.6 Straighten the string (DO NOT STRETCH IT).  

1.2.7 Place the string on a ruler and measure the distance of the string.  

1.2.8 Convert the distance to the correct unit as in 1.1.6 or 1.1.7.  

  

OR  

  

1.3.9 Place a piece of paper along the first part of the river.  

1.3.10 Make a mark at ‘A’ the starting point.  

1.3.11 Mark the first part of the river - as much of a straight section as possible.  Also 

put a mark on the river itself to show that you have measured that part.  

1.3.12 Now use the paper to mark the next straight section of the river.  Remember to 

start the new section where the previous one ended.   

Don’t worry too much about small deviations, they will cancel each other out later. 

1.3.14 Now proceed to the next straight section and so on, until you have marked the 

whole river up to point ‘B’.  Make sure you indicate point ‘B’ on your paper.  

1.3.15 Place the paper on a ruler and measure the distance from A to B.  

1.3.16 Convert the distance to the correct unit as in 1.1.6 or 1.1.7.  

 


