
ACTIVITY 12 – SETTLEMENTS: 

1. Read the article about urbanisation and then answer the questions that follow.  

 

1.1 Define the term urbanisation. 

 

1.2 Name the percentage of the people living in urban areas in South 

Africa.  

 

1.3 What are the causes of urbanisation in South Africa? 

 

1.4 Name FOUR problems associated with urbanisation. 

 

1.5 Refer to the 'bad' buildings in the article. 

 

  1.5.1 Discuss TWO causes of 'bad' buildings 

 

1.5.2 Suggest TWO possible solutions to the problem of 'bad' buildings.  

 

  



2. Read the following case study based on urbanisation in South Africa and answer 

the questions that follow. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2.1 What proportion of South Africans lived in urban areas in 2011? 

2.2 Give TWO possible reasons for high growth rate in urbanisation in South Africa 

as mentioned in the case study. 

2.3 What is the term used to describe the decreasing number of people left in rural 

areas? 

2.4 Suggest TWO environmentally friendly measures that must be taken to prevent 

uncontrolled urban expansion due to urbanisation. 

2.5 Briefly discuss the negative aspects of urbanisation for cities in South Africa.  

South Africa goes with the urbanisation flow 
Two-thirds of people in South Africa now live in urban areas as a result of growing urbanisation over the 
last few decades. The proportion of people living in urban areas increased from 52% in 1990 to 62% in 
2011. The 
share of those living in rural areas dropped from 48% to 38% over the same period. 
 
South Africa’s long-term urbanisation trend is partly the result of post-apartheid freer movement of people, 
especially Africans, from rural to urban areas. Higher economic growth in urban areas has also drawn 
people to cities in search of employment, including immigrants from outside the country. 
 
In South Africa, smaller cities have experienced the most rapid growth, owing, in part, to small initial 
populations, as well as growing economic activity. Thuthukani Ndebele, a researcher at the Institute, cited 
Polokwane, Rustenburg, Vanderbijlpark, Nelspruit, and Ekurhuleni as the country’s five fastest-growing 
urban areas, with average annual population growth rates of between 1.6% and 2.9% over the last decade, 

compared to Cape Town, for example, with a rate of 1.4%. Population growth results from a 
combination of natural growth and in-migration. 



 

ACTIVITY 13 – SETTLEMENTS: 

 Refer to the figure which is based on central places.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is a 

central place? 

2. What is the 

main function of a market town? 

3. What is the relationship between the size of central places and the number of 

central places? 

4. State TWO differences between a high-order service and a low-order service. 

5. A threshold population is the minimum number of customers required to support 

a service or a function. 

 

5.1 Determine the relationship between the threshold population and the order of 

service.  

5.2  Explain the impact of locating a high-order service in an area with a low 

threshold population. 

 

  



ACTIVITY 14 – SETTLEMENT: 

The following figure shows the sphere of influence and range of food stores and 

motor vehicle retailers in settlements A and B.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Define the terms sphere of influence and range. 

  

2. Which product, food or cars, has a larger range?  

 

3. Give a reason for your answer to QUESTION 2.  

 

4. Comment on the threshold population required for motor vehicle sales.  

 

5. Describe TWO characteristics of settlement A, which is a low-order centre.  

 

6. Explain what influences the sphere of influence of a settlement such as B.  

  



ACTIVITY 15 – SETTLEMENTS: 

Give ONE word/term for each of the following descriptions: 

1. A group of people, buildings, infrastructure, and communication links that 

function together as a single, integrated system. 

 

2. The position of a settlement in relation to its surrounding environment. 

 

3. The piece of land on which a settlement is built. 

 

4. This settlement is found in an area where water is scarce and people live close to 

the water supply. 

 

5. A name given to a city with dependent towns surrounding it. 

 

6. A settlement that develops close to an opening through a physical barrier 

 

7. The point where one mode of transport is replaced by another. 

 

8. A town that develops where there is a bridge across a river. 

 

 


